Serodiagnostic value of the 19 kilodalton antigen of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in Indian patients.
Previous studies in UK subjects suggested that the 19 kDa protein antigen of Mycobacterium tuberculosis might be valuable in the serodiagnosis of paucibacillary tuberculosis. In this study, antibody titres for the 19 kDa antigen were higher in healthy controls in India than in the UK. Consequently, the diagnostic sensitivity of this antigen and its TB23 epitope was negligible in Indian patients with tuberculosis. However, a diagnostic sensitivity of 50% was achieved in patients with skin tuberculosis on the basis of a high ratio between antibody titres for the whole antigen and its TB23 epitope.